Ephraim and .Manasseh shall be mine. as Reuben and 
Simeon are” (Gen. 8:5). 


[S] They read a verse of Scripture and put Benjamin away: 
[And God said to him. I am God Almighty: be fruitful and 
multiply]; a nation and a company of nations shall come 
from you and kings shall spring from you” (Gen. 35:11). 


[T] [You note that when that was written, Benjamin had not yet 
been born. [He knew that he had been excluded from the 
company of nations. ] 


[U] R. .Abun say, “It was on that day that the grave digging 
[for the generation of the wilderness] came to an end.” 


[V] R. Levi said, “On the eve of each ninth of Ab [in 
the wilderness. Moses would put out an 
announcement through the entire camp, saying, Go 
out for the grave digging. Go out for the grave 
digging.’ 

[W] “They could go out and dig graves for themselves 
and go to sleep. In the morning they would get up 
and find themselves 15,000 fewer. But in the last 
year they did so and arose and found themselves 
whole, [for none had died]. 


[X] “They said, ‘Js it possible that we have made an 
error in counting?’ 


[Y] “So they did the same on the tenth, eleventh, 
twelfth, thirteenth. fourteenth, and fifteenth of Ab. 


[Z] “When the full moon came, they said, ‘It would 
appear that the Holy One, blessed be he, has 
annulled that evil decree for us.’ 


[AA] “They arose and declared a holiday.” 


[II:1 A] All the dresses have to be immersed, and the Jerusalemite girls go 
out and dance in the vineyards [M. 4:7C-D]. 


[BI R. Yannai b. R. Ishmael said, “Even those that are placed in a chest [must 
be immersed].” 


[C] If they are put away in a chest, how can you say this? 


[D] Ifyou have things done this way, she will [feel free to] lend them [to 
her friends. 


